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"We should be happy If the expression of our
grateful sympathy could console you for this in-
justice. Courage is indeed required to speak in
the Senate in favour of the independence and the
rights of thought; but the task is all the more
glorious for being more difficult. Addresses are
now being sent from everywhere; you will for-
give the students of the Ecole Normale for hav-
ing followed the general lead and having sent
their addresses to M. Sainte Beuve.'*

This letter was published in a newspaper.
Etienne Arago published it without remembering
the Universite by-laws which forbade every sort
of political manifestation to the students. It had
given pleasure to Sainte Beuve, the pleasure that
elderly men take in the applause of youth; but
he soon became uneasy at the results of this noisy
publicity.

Nisard, the Director of the school, could not
very well tolerate this breach of discipline. In
spite of the entreaties of Sainte Beuve, the student
who had signed the letter was provisionally sent
back to his family. His comrades revolted at this
and imperiously demanded his immediate restora-
tion. Pasteur attempted to pacify them by speak-
ing to them, but failed utterly; his influence was
very great over his own pupils, the students on
the scientific side, but the others, the "litteraires**
were the most violent on this question, and he